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Upcoming Events 

 Nov 4—Buckthorn Bust 

 Nov 13—LEC Meeting, 6:30-

8:00 

 Dec 2—Lynnhurst Gives 

event 

 Dec 7—LEC Meeting, 6:30-8:00 

 January—No LEC Meeting 

 Feb 1—LEC Meeting, 6:30-8:00 

Like Lynnhurst Neighbor-

hood on Facebook and 

stay connected. 

FALL YARD CARE PRACT ICES IMPACT WATER QUALITY  

LYNNHURST YARDS & GARDENS FOR CLEAN WATER—UPDATE AND 2018 
This fall LYNAS collaborated with Metro 

Blooms, a local non-profit, to install 6 raingar-

dens and 5 native plantings on 11 properties in 

the neighborhood through the Lynnhurst Yards 

& Gardens for Clean Water Program. This pro-

ject was funded with contributions from the 

homeowners and LYNAS. The installations 

were a success despite rain during the week of 

installs.  Metro Blooms worked with the Con-

servation Corps of Minnesota to excavate and 

prepare the raingardens and native plantings 

and the homeowners planted their new gardens 

with a wide selection of native plants. The new 

native plants will help filter the stormwater  

runoff going to the raingardens and will provide 

habitat for a number of native pollinator species 

in the years to come. To learn more about 

raingardens contact www.metroblooms.org or  

Jennifer Ehlert at jennifer@metroblooms.org    

Some simple fall yard care practices can have a positive impact on our local water 

quality.  All of the dead leaves that blanket your yard and hard surfaces are full of 

nutrients such as phosphorus and nitrogen that feed algae, cause fish kills and con-

taminate our waters with toxins and bacteria.  Here are some tips to help you care 

for your yard and protect water quality. 

 Mulch your leaves—a mulching mower can turn decaying leaves into a quick 

shot of fertilizer for your lawn. 

 Rake/sweep—too many leaves left on your lawn for too long can harm it.  

Too many leaves in the street/gutter will end up down the storm sewer during 

a rain, so keep your leaves out of the street! 

 Don’s stop mowing—set your mower height to three inches, short enough 

to prevent matting but long enough to support a healthy root structure. 

 Plant new grass in the fall—it’s the ideal time and can help prevent erosion. 
 Aerate your lawn—to loosen compacted soil and help circulate air, water 

and nutrients within your soil. 

 Pull weeds by hand—instead of using herbicide that could wash into drains. 

 Fertilize smart—look for products that advertize zero phosphorus, and 

avoid weed-and-feed combinations. 

Sod removal 

 

PLAN AHEAD—LYNAS will 

again offer Yards & Gardens for 

Clean Water matching grants in 

2018!  Think about how YOUR 

yard could become more resilient 

and sustainable for the future. 

Planted raingarden 
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ABOUT US AND THIS NEWSLETTER  
The Lynnhurst Environmental Committee (LEC) is part of the Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association.  We meet once a month to discuss environmental 

concerns and plan actions to improve the quality and sustainability of the neighborhood’s natural environment. If you would l ike to be involved, join us at 

our monthly meeting on the first Thursday of the month, 6:30 p.m., Lynnhurst Community Center, 1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway.  If you are unable to 

attend but would still like to participate, contact Sandra Nussbaum at stnussbaum@comcast.net .   

Our Enduring Environs is a periodic newsletter of the LEC made possible through Community Participation Program funding provided to the Lynnhurst 

Neighborhood Association.  Our long term goal is to publish solely electronically through email and the Lynnhurst website, Lynnhurst.org         

Check http://enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/  for more information and previous issues of this newsletter. 

YARD WASTE COLLECTION ENDS THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 13   

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE MINNEAPOLIS ‘GREEN TO GO’ ORDINANCE? 

During the week of Nov. 13, your regular garbage day is the last yard waste collection date in 

2017 for leaves, brush and other yard trimmings. Yard waste must be in compostable bags – 

paper (Kraft) or compostable plastic – or unbagged in a reusable container at least 26 inches 

high with sturdy handles. Yard waste is not allowed in any city-provided containers. Set all yard 

waste next to your garbage cart by 6 a.m.  For more information, see Minneapolis Solid Waste 

& Recycling, http://www.minneapolismn.gov/solid-waste/yardwaste/ 

BURROUGHS RAIN GARDEN—2017 REFURBISHMENT  

HELP PROTECT LOCAL WATERS BY USING DEICERS SPARINGLY THIS WINTER!  

COMPOST PUMPKINS IN YOUR ORGANICS RECYCLING CART 
Carved pumpkins and other gourds are great organic material and are allowed in the green 

organics recycling cart.  However, adding man-made materials such as glitter, paint, or jewels 

to pumpkins makes them non-compostable.  All painted or bejeweled pumpkins must be  

disposed of as garbage.  

 

Once in the water, there’s no way to remove the chloride, and it becomes a permanent pollutant.  There are many 

ways to reduce salt use while maintaining high safety standards: 
 

Shovel.  The more snow and ice you remove manually, the less salt you will have to use and the more effective it can be.  

Break up ice with an ice scraper and decide whether application of a de-icer or sand is even necessary to maintain traction. 
 

More salt does not mean more melting.  Use less than four pounds of salt per 1,000 square feet (an average parking 
space is about 150 square feet).  One pound of salt is approximately a heaping 12-ounce coffee mug. 
 

15 degrees is too cold for most salt to work.  Most salts stop working around this temperature. Instead, use sand for 
traction. 
 

Sweep up extra salt.  If salt or sand is visible on dry pavement, it is no longer doing any work and will be washed away. 

The Burroughs rain garden was refurbished this summer/fall—removing plants, 

cleaning out pipes and replanting, which will greatly improve its function.  Also, 

funding was provided by the Burroughs PTA to purchase split rail fencing for 

much of the perimeter of the rain garden to deter foot traffic into it.  If you  

haven’t seen the rain garden for awhile, be sure to check it out in the spring—it’s 

beautiful!  If you are interested in helping the LEC on maintenance workdays in 

2018, contact the LEC at lynnhurst.env.comm@gmail.com 

The Green to Go Environmentally Acceptable Packaging Ordinance went into effect on 

Earth Day, April 22, 2015, with a few temporary exemptions for products that were difficult 

to purchase.  The ordinance requires that food and beverages prepared for immediate  

consumption and to-go must be placed in environmentally acceptable packaging, i.e., either 

recyclable or compostable.  Enforcement of the ordinance was not vigorous until recently.  

This means that if you believe a business or event is not using environmentally acceptable 

packaging, you can call 311 to report the offender and the Minneapolis Health Department will follow-up.  

http://www.lynnhurst.org/
http://enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/solid-waste/yardwaste/

