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We’d like to hear from you! 

Please send us your comments and 

suggestions: 

lynnhurst.env.comm@gmail.com 

http://enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/ 
 

lynnhurst.org 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

 Nov 5—LEC Meeting, 6:30-8:00 

 Nov 7—5th Annual Buckthorn     

         Bust 

 Dec 3—LEC Meeting, 6:30-8:00 

 Jan 7—LEC Meeting, 6:30-8:00 

 Feb 4—LEC Meeting, 6:30-8:00 

Like Lynnhurst Neighbor-

hood on Facebook and 

stay connected. 

 

Some Minneapolis Solid Waste and Recycling customers in Lynnhurst 

have already received their green carts, others who’ve signed up will get 

cart delivery in spring 2016.  The GREAT NEWS is that Lynnhurst leads 

in total new sign-ups across the city--we have 47% of eligible households 

enrolled--trailing only the handful of pilot program neighborhoods, who 

had a big head start on us.  Terrific job Lynnhurst!  

 

Here are five good reasons for people to sign up: 
 

1.  Reduce waste. More than a third of our trash is organic material 

that can be composted. Most families can divert up to 10 pounds of ma-

terials to organics recycling each week. 

2.  Create more compost. Things like meat, bones, dairy products 

and compostable plastics can’t go in a backyard composting bin, but they can be collected 

through organics recycling and turned into compost. 

3.  Save money. Once you start producing less trash, you may be able to switch to a smaller 

garbage cart, which will cut $3 off your monthly bill. 
4.  Be a part of the sustainability trend. More than 33,500 households have already signed 

up to participate. 

5.  Improve soil quality. Using compost returns nutrients to the soil, reduces erosion, and 

reduces the need for watering and applying chemical fertilizers. 
 

Watch for news of another Organics Recycling Forum in Spring 2016! 

MINNEAPOLIS ORGANICS RECYCLING PROGRAM  

SIGN-UP FOR ORGANICS  

RECYCLING COLLECTION! 

 

Any Minneapolis Solid Waste 

and Recycling customer can  

request a cart by emailing  
swrcustomer@minneapolismn.gov  

– make sure to include your  

address – or call 612-673-2917. 
                                         

 

 

           

 
 

Minneapolis recycling customers 

can learn more about  

organics recycling at  
minneapolismn.gov/organics. 

LOW-SALT DIET RECOMMENDED 
For years, doctors have told people to stick to a low-salt diet. According to the Minnesota  

Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), our waters should follow the same advice.  When snow and 

ice start to accumulate on Minnesota roads, parking lots and sidewalks, one of the most common  

reactions is to apply salt, which contains chloride, a water pollutant. When snow and ice melt, 

most of the salt goes with it, washing into our lakes, streams and rivers. Once in the water, 

there’s no way to remove the chloride, and it becomes a permanent pollutant. 
  

There are many ways to reduce salt use while maintaining high safety standards: 

 Shovel. The more snow and ice you remove manually, the less salt you will have to use and 

the more effective it can be. Break up ice with an ice scraper and decide whether application of a 

de-icer or sand is even necessary to maintain traction. 

 More salt does not mean more melting. Use less than four pounds of salt per 1,000 

square feet (an average parking space is about 150 square feet). One pound of salt is approxi-

mately a heaping 12-ounce coffee mug. 

 15 degrees is too cold for most salt to work. Most salts stop working around this  

temperature. Instead, use sand for traction. 
 

 Sweep up extra salt. If salt or sand is visible on dry pavement, it is no longer doing any 

work and will be washed away. 
 

Finally, can you change your drain spouts so melting water doesn't run onto walkways and drive-

ways? 

http://enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/
http://www.lynnhurst.org/
mailto:swrcustomer@minneapolismn.gov
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/organics


ABOUT US AND THIS NEWSLETTER  
The Lynnhurst Environmental Committee (LEC) is part of the Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association.  We meet once a month to discuss environmental 

concerns and plan actions to improve the quality and sustainability of the neighborhood’s natural environment. If you would l ike to be involved, join us at 

our monthly meeting on the first Thursday of the month, 6:30 p.m., Lynnhurst Community Center, 1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway.  If you are unable to 

attend but would still like to participate, contact Sandra Nussbaum at stnussbaum@comcast.net .   

Our Enduring Environs is a periodic newsletter of the LEC made possible through Community Participation Program funding provided to the Lynnhurst 

Neighborhood Association.  Our long term goal is to publish solely electronically through email and the Lynnhurst website, Lynnhurst.org         

Check http://enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/  for more information and previous issues of this newsletter. 

BURROUGHS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL RAIN GARDEN UPDATE  

The LEC has adopted the Burroughs rain garden. We have worked independently and 

with Metro Blooms/AmeriCorps members to remove invasive species and add new 

native plants. In May, the group added 400 new plants and in September another 

150.  This followed Metro Blooms’ extensive effort to help rehab the garden by  

removing willow shoots that left the garden with lots of room for new plants. The LEC 

has been watering the new plants and weeding throughout the summer.   
 

The rain garden is on the south side of the school and is a drainage area for the  

building’s roof and nearby playground.  It diverts water from running directly into the 

storm sewers leading to Minnehaha Creek. 

RAIN BARRELS AND COMPOST BINS OVER WINTER  

 If you own a rain barrel, be sure to empty the water out before winter to prevent the barrel 

from cracking under pressure of ice.  Then, you can either cover it, turn it upside down in 

place or store it out of the weather.  Come spring, you’ll be ready to reinstall an intact rain 

barrel. 

 Most backyard compost bins stop working and freeze during the winter due to their small 

size and lack of heat and insulation.  During the winter, you can still collect your organic 

waste, however, in 5-gal. covered buckets or other covered plastic containers such as a kitty 

litter container.  But, don’t make them too heavy.  Store either outside or in a cold garage.  

As the containers thaw in the spring, the material will begin decomposing—bubbles and 

mold will form—all good for getting a quick start on the next season’s compost!   

LYNNHURST BLOOMING ALLEYS PROJECT UPDATE  
 

With grant funding from the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District and a $5000 contribution 

from the Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association, our project partner, Metro Blooms, has 

provided over 30 residents on five blocks adjacent to Minnehaha Creek with personal site 

consultations, plans and cost estimates for stormwater management practices along their 

alleyways to reduce pollution runoff into the Creek. 
 

 

Metro Blooms is also applying for a Hennepin County grant this fall to help with 2016 installation costs for both Lynnhurst and Diamond 

Lake Blooming Alleys projects.  During the installation phase, we plan to engage several Master Water Stewards and Master Gardeners 

(especially Lynnhurst volunteers) in helping with the process.  We have also assisted with the development of the Blooming Alleys Part-

nership model which is being utilized by Metro Blooms to engage residents in these projects.   
 
 

Blooming Alleys is a program to assist neighborhoods with reimagining how we use alleyways and backyards. Using practices such as  

native plantings, raingardens, and permeable pavement, alleyways can be attractive and multi-functional.   

THERE’S STILL TIME… TO ADOPT A STORM DRAIN NEAR YOUR HOME OR  BUSINESS ! 
We continue to actively recruit Lynnhurst residents to make a positive difference by 

ADOPTING A STORM DRAIN near their home or business. This involves  

removing leaves and other debris covering the drain and placing the leaves in your 

yard waste bags for collection as needed.  Please place non-yard waste materials in 

recycling or the trash.  Recruit your neighbors to work with you.  This effort not only 

helps to improve our local water quality, but can help prevent flooding at  

intersections.  Contact Becky at wardellgaertnerbecky47@gmail.com   or   

612-239-3208 to sign up.   

                   

http://enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/
mailto:wardellgaertnerbecky47@gmail.com

