
The Lynnhurst Environmental Committee has chosen stormwater management to improve 
water quality as a priority for our education efforts in 2012.  Did you know that the grate at 
the end of your street drains directly into a local body of water?  In Lynnhurst, most storm 
drains  (aka catch basins) drain to  Minnehaha Creek, with some to Lake Harriet and a few 
directly to the Mississippi River.   Our storm sewers, long ago separated from the sanitary 
sewer (think toilet), have become a ready freeway for all manner of contamination washed off 
of our properties and streets.  
 

In previous newsletters we focused on Winter Maintenance for Homeowners which dealt with 
deicers and how to limit their use to help reduce water pollution, Rainwater Collection using a 
rain barrel, offered reduced-cost rain barrels for sale, identified benefits of raingardens and 
promoted the Metro Blooms Raingarden Workshops offered in Lynnhurst.  This issue features 
more ideas and information on how you can help protect our local waters through better 
stormwater management practices on and around your property. 
 

There are numerous additional strategies that residents can employ, including: 

 Redirect downspouts from hard surfaces to vegetated areas where water can infiltrate. 

 Always pick-up and properly dispose of pet waste throughout the year. 

 Be careful when applying fertilizer, using the right amount and keeping it off pavements 
where it can wash into the storm drains. 

 Install pervious pavement to allow rainwater to filter through, reducing runoff. 

 Consider a green (planted) roof  on a garage or shed—it will absorb stormwater and help 
keep the structure cooler. 

 Pick-up trash when you see it and participate in local clean-ups. 

 Clean up oil, gas and other leaks and spills with cat litter, then place in the trash. 

 Take your car to a commercial car wash facility, where wastewater is treated. 

 Adopt a storm drain to keep it clear of leaves, seeds and other debris (see article, p. 2). 

 Clean up grass clippings from sidewalks, driveways and the street so they won’t wash into 
the storm drain.  Don’t rake leaves into the street, even if the street will soon be swept. 

 Organize seasonal street sweeping on individual blocks (see article, p. 2). 
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We’d like to hear from you! 

Please give us your comments and 
suggestions, including topics you’d 
like to see covered. 
 

Lynnhurst.Env.Comm@gmail.com 
 

On the Web:    

http://enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/ 
 

 

Like Lynnhurst Neighbor-
hood on Facebook and stay 
connected. 

Upcoming Events 

 August 2—Lynnhurst Summer 

Festival (zero-waste event!) 

 August 14—LEC Meeting, 6:30  

 September 8—Minneapolis 

Monarch Festival, Lake Nokomis 

 September 11—LEC Meeting, 

6:30 

 September 15—Lynnhurst 
Neighborhood Garage Sale 

 October 9—LEC Meeting, 6:30 

LILaC—Low Input Lawn Care is a 

strategy of lawn care that focuses on 
low maintenance grass varieties and 

reduced use of pesticides and fertilizers 
as well as water, time and labor tradi-

tionally thought to be necessary for 
maintaining a healthy lawn. 
 

Because it focuses on less inputs, LILaC 
helps homeowners conserve water by 

watering less frequently.  LILaC also 
reduces the application of fertilizers and 

weed control products by improving soil 
and selecting the right plant material for 

the site conditions.  All this helps con-
tribute positively to water quality and 

the health of our environment.   
 

For more info. on sustainable lawn care: 

http://www.sustland.umn.edu/maint/main
t.htm 

Looks can be deceiving.  

Fertilizing the lawn, 

working on the car, 

walking the dog and 

other home activities 

might seem far removed 

from water quality.  But 

with downspouts and 

storm sewers, it’s as if 

we all live on a  

streambank. 

http://enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/
http://www.sustland.umn.edu/maint/maint.htm
http://www.sustland.umn.edu/maint/maint.htm


 

You can make a positive difference by ADOPTING A STORM DRAIN 
near your residence.  It involves removing leaves and other debris 
covering the drain and placing it in your yard waste bags for collection 
as needed.  Please place  non-yard waste materials in recycling or the 
trash.  Maybe 3 or 4 of your neighbors could work with you?  This 

effort not only helps to improve our local water quality, but can help 
prevent flooding at intersections.  Please contact Becky at 
health4earth@gmail.com  or 612-239-3208 to sign up.  Thank you. 

                   

ABOUT US AND THIS NEWSLETTER  
The Lynnhurst Environmental Committee (LEC) meets once a month to discuss environmental concerns and plan actions to improve the quality 

and sustainability of the neighborhood’s natural environment. If you would like to be involved, join us at our monthly meeting on the second 
Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m., Lynnhurst Community Center.  (If you are unable to attend but would still like to participate, contact Sandra 

Nussbaum at stnussbaum@comcast.net ).  Our Enduring Environs is a periodic newsletter of the LEC to help keep the neighborhood informed 
about environmental issues.  It covers timely topics and provides details on environmental initiatives and events.  You can help us stay environ-

mentally friendly by receiving the newsletter electronically.  Email Lynnhurst.env.comm@gmail.com  with your name, street address, and email 
address. We will remove you from the paper mailing and send the electronic newsletter.  Check http://enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/ 

for more information and previous issues of this newsletter. 

ADOPT A STORM DRAIN 

REPLACE TURF WITH NAT IVE PLANTS  

STREET SWEEPING BLOCK BY BLOCK 

Swap some of your high-maintenance lawn for low-maintenance native ground cover, plants or grasses. 

Many native plants develop deeper root structures than turf grass, which reduces runoff by allowing 

for better water infiltration.  More information on designing a native garden is available at 

www.bluethumb.org. 

Earlier this year, a new member of the 
LEC shared a story about an innovative 

stormwater management initiative under-
taken on her Lynnhurst block.  Neighbor 
Bob Wolk led an effort to hire a person 
to periodically clean up the street.  Bob 
would then sort and properly dispose of 
the debris.  Here are the basic facts: 
 

 Bob asked everyone on the block to 

contribute money and got enough to 
have the street swept 6/19-9/25/2011 
(this covered most of the time be-
tween Spring and Fall City sweeping). 

 The "sweeper" charges $15/hour and 
it takes about an hour to com-
plete.  He swept the block once a 
week for that period. 

 Bob separated the debris into yard 

waste, recycling and trash for weekly 
City pick-up and the sand was recy-

cled at the Minneapolis South Trans-
fer Station (each household is able to 
get up to 6 vouchers/year).  He also 
kept some sand for use during the 
winter on icy sidewalks. 

 Bob collected 355 lbs. of debris and 
660 lbs. of sand.  That's close to 1000 
pounds of litter, organics and sedi-

ment that did NOT find its way to 
our creek, river, and lakes from just 
one block! 

 The sweeper is available for other 
blocks.  Call Bob Wolk at 612-925-
7932 for details. 

 

We hope to hear of more blocks in Lynnhurst taking 

this type of initiative.  Please let us know if you do! 

 Sign up at www.allianceforsustainability.net 
to host a 2-hr. street clean up on your block  

between Oct. 13 & Oct. 30, 2012. 

 Help protect our creek and lakes by raking 
leaves and clippings that fall in your street 
and on storm drains following the City street 
sweeping. 

 Organizers will tell you when the City will 
sweep your block, will send you composta-
ble yard waste bags and a $25 gift card to 

buy food for your event. 

 Report your event and the number of bags 
collected at www.freshwater.org 

 DON’T WAIT, SIGN UP NOW!! 
 

 

A project organized by the Alliance for Sustainability  in 

partnership with the Freshwater Society with  the Citi-

zens for the Minnehaha Creek Corridor with support 

from the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District. 

WORK FOR WATER COMMUNITY CLEAN UP 

Do you have a raingarden 

or plan to have one?  We 

are looking for Lynnhurst 

raingardens to be        

featured on a tour in 

2013.  If interested, 

please contact Pam at 

pammcmurry@gmail.com  

CALL ING ALL RAINGARDENS! !  

mailto:health4earth@gmail.com
mailto:Lynnhurst.env.comm@gmail.com
http://enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/solid-waste/vouchers/solid-waste_south-transfer-station-directions
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/solid-waste/vouchers/solid-waste_south-transfer-station-directions
http://www.allianceforsustainability.net/
http://www.freshwater.org/
http://www.afs.nonprofitoffice.com/
http://www.freshwater.org/
http://www.minnehahacreekcorridor.org/
http://www.minnehahacreekcorridor.org/
http://www.minnehahacreekcorridor.org/
mailto:pammcmurry@gmail.com

